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with internal collapse" (page 580). "The seed sown in July, 1917, brought 
its fateful crop in November, 1918" (page 153). This sentence contains 
the thesis of the book. 

Whilst it is free of open rancor towards Germany's "pitiless foes," it 
is a book of a German for Germans — some Germans. It closes with a 
quotation from Treitschke. 

Geohge C. Butte. 



Etudes sur I'Occupation Allemande en Belgique. By Albert Henry. Brus- 
sels: J. Leb&gue & Co. pp. 464. 

L'CEuvre du Comite National de Secours et d' Alimentation pendant la 
Guerre. By Albert Henry. Brussels : J. Lebegue & Co. pp. 361. 

Referring to the books above described, Cardinal Mercier, who writes 
a preface for the second volume, informs us that the author was Secretary- 
General of the Comite National de secours et d' alimentation during the 
recent war and wrote the first-named volume as a witness and the second 
as an informed agent, courageous and tenacious in the service of an under- 
taking which saved the lives of the Belgian people and powerfully con- 
tributed to sustain its morale. 

The first volume, relating to the German occupation in Belgium, opens 
with a spirited review of the conduct of the Germans and certain 
Flemish associates sympathetic with them in furthering the cause of 
Germany. This is followed by a history of the deportation of Belgian 
workmen to Germany, including a narrative of the protestations and inter- 
ventions of neutral Powers with relation thereto. The condition of Belgian 
agriculture during the war .is discussed, and the work closes with a history 
of the National Committee. 

The second volume above referred to covers the work of the National 
Committee, and includes a glance at the historical situation of Belgium 
before the formation of the committee, then describing the difficulties 
of the committee's problem; its Belgian organizers; the assistance of 
neutrals; the struggles with the enemy, and the work of American Com- 
mission for Relief. The problems connected with the importation and 
distribution of supplies and the work of manufacturing under the super- 
vision of the National Committee are dealt with at large. The details of 
the granting of relief to those in various positions, as, for instance, out-of- 
work families of those in the army, children, those discharged from the 
hospitals, etc., receive detailed attention. The general policy of the com- 
mittee is also discussed at large. 

With our point of view, we appreciate the tribute paid to the American 
Commission for its labors and the frank recognition of the value of the 
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work of Mr. Hoover and Mr. Brand Whitloek. The personal picture given 
of Mr. Hoover is not without its interest. The writer says: 

Mr. Hoover possesses in a high degree the theatrical art, and he loves to look 
beyond the end sought so as to be sure of reaching it. Each time that he arrived in 
Belgium during the occupation, the Germans feared bombs of which, according to 
Monsieur Francqui, he always had his pockets full. How many times these bombs 
constrained them to yield upon points to which they had theretofore offered an irre- 
ducible resistance! Notwithstanding the coldness of his demeanor, which accentuates 
his truly American phlegm, Mr. Hoover, according to those who know him intimately, 
has a heart of gold. 

Cardinal Mercier speaks of Brand Whitloek as a man of exquisite 
sensibility, personified uprightness, and an intelligence open to the most 
elevated problems of the moral conscience, displaying toward Belgium a 
profound sympathy and a constant desire to render aid. 

The volumes, which may be considered complementary to each other, 
offer interesting and valuable views of the Belgian situation during the 
war. 

Jackson H. Ralston. 



Collected Legal Papers. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. New York: Har- 
court, Brace & Howe. 1920. 

The collection has been made by Mr. Harold J. Laski, to whom Mr. 
Justice Holmes, in a brief but characteristic preface, expresses "thanks 
for gathering these little fragments of my fleece that I have left upon the 
hedges of life." 

There are twenty-eight papers and addresses, starting with one on 
"Early English Equity" which appeared in the Law Quarterly Review 
of London in 1885, and ending with one on "Natural Law," which was 
printed in the Harvard Law Review in 1918. ' The papers are brief, they 
average about eleven pages each. They are written with autocratic assur- 
ance, as becomes the brilliant son of "The Autocrat." They have, as 
might be expected, quite as much a literary as a legal turn, and by no 
means avoid paradox. There is a light touch, unusual and exotic erudition 
and somewhat of philosophy. None of the topics strictly belong to inter- 
national law, and it is not a branch with which Mr. Justice Holmes has 
been especially identified, as he has been with comparative law. 

Perhaps the two papers which are most interesting to the international 
lawyer, simply because of their topics, are those on Montesquieu (1900) 
and John Marshall (1901). The former, appeared as an introduction to 
a reprint of the Esprit des Lois in 1900. In Montesquieu, Justice Holmes 
finds a congenial spirit, for, as he says, "Montesquieu was a man of the 
world and a man of Esprit," and he places him "in the canonical succession 
of the high priests of thought. ' ' He quotes with full appreciation Montes- 



